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ABBE Level 4 Diploma in Home Inspection

Reading List   

This reading list is designed to supplement the training materials that will be provided by ABBE approved assessment centres to their candidates. Candidates are not required to read everything on the list; it should be used as a guide to further study in those areas where improvement in knowledge and understanding is required.

ABBE Qualification documentation:
· ABBE Qualification Handbook for the ABBE Level 4 Diploma In Home Inspection

· Candidate Guide to the Diploma in Home Inspection

· ABBE Candidate Guide to the External Examination
http://www.abbeqa.co.uk
Relating to the Home Information Pack legislation and procedures:

Department for Communities and Local Government 

http://www.communities.gov.uk
http://www.homeinformationpacks.gov.uk
Home Information Pack Certification Scheme Standards Part 1: Business Standards

Home Information Pack Certification Scheme Standards part 2: Technical Standards
(Note: part 2 incorporates what was previously contained in the Duties and Responsibilities of Home Inspectors)

The Home Inspection Pack Regulations 2006 (draft)

SAP2005 – www.projects.bre.co.uk
RDSAP v3 –www.projects.bre.co.uk
Code of Measuring Practice -
A Guide for Surveyors and Valuers
Property Measurement Group RICS Books 5th Edition ISBN: 1842190601 Nov 2001

BCIS Guide to House Re-building Costs BCIS: Building Cost Information Service 

BCIS Guide to Re-building Costs for Flats BCIS: Building Cost Information Service
Housing Repair Cost Guide BCIS - Building Cost Information Service
ISBN: 1904829104 Oct 2004

The Building Regulations (DCLG)

Building Research Establishment (BRE) Guides and Digests:

· Assessment of damage in low-rise buildings – BRE Digest 251

· Assessing external rendering for replacement or repair - BRE Good Building Guide 23

· Buildings and radon - BRE Good Building Guide 25

· Common defects in low-rise traditional housing – BRE Digest 268

· Condensation checklist – AP58 – BRE

· Connecting floors and walls: A practical guide - BRE Good Building Guide 29

· Cracks caused by foundation movement – BRE Good Repair Guide 1

· Dealing with noisy plumbing - BRE Good Repair Guide 32

· Domestic Floors: assessing them for replacement or repair - BRE Good Building Guide 28 pts 1 and 2

· Damage to buildings caused by trees – BRE Good Repair Guide 2

· Diagnosing the causes of dampness - – BRE Good Repair Guide 5

· Foundation for low-rise building extensions – BRE Good Repair Guide 53

· Low rise buildings on shrinkable clay soils Part 1 – BRE Digest 240

· Low rise buildings on shrinkable clay soils Part 2 – BRE Digest 241

· Re-covering pitched roofs - – BRE Good Repair Guide 14

· Remedying condensation in domestic pitched tiled roofs - BRE Good Repair Guide 30

· Repairing flood damage parts 1 - 4 - BRE Good Repair Guide 11

· Rising damp in walls - BRE Digest 245
· Simple foundations for low-rise housing -site investigation - BRE Good Building Guide 39 pt 1

· Surveying masonry chimneys for repair or rebuilding – BRE Good Building Guide 2

· Supplementary guidance for the assessment of timber-framed houses parts 1 & 2 - BRE Good Building Guides 11 & 12

· Trees – BRE Guide 242

· Treating damp in basements – BRE Good Repair Guide 23

· Why do buildings crack – BRE Digest 361

· Wood-boring insect attack: identifying and assessing damage – BRE Good Repair Guide 13

· Wood rot: assessing and treating decay - – BRE Good Repair Guide 12

Unit 1: Working in an effective and professional manner

Effective Meetings at Work  Institute of Leadership & Management 

Butterworth Heinemann  ISBN: 0750658827 Apr 2003

Management Business Skills S Robbins  
Prentice Hall 8th Edition ISBN: 0131272721 Feb 2004

Management and Business Skills in the Built Environment T Collier 

International Thomson Publishing Services Ltd ISBN: 0419195408 Apr 1995

Managing Yourself M Pedler & T Boydell  

Lemos and Crane ISBN: 1898001553 Oct 1999

Practice Management Guidelines Management Consultancy Faculty  

RICS Books ISBN: 1842191365 Nov 2003

Unit 2: Contribute to the Safety and Security of People and Property
Surveying Safely 2nd Edition – RICS Guidance Note RICS Books

http://www.rics.org
A Guide to the Health & Safety at Work Act 1974 HSE

http://www.hsebooks.com
Asbestos - RICS Guidance Note Asbestos Working Party 

RICS Books ISBN: 1842190636 May 2003

Successful Health and Safety Management HSE -
H S E Books ISBN: 0717612767 Jan 1997

The Health and Safety Handbook - A One Stop Guide for Managers 

Pat McGuinness & Lynn Smith  Spiro Press
ISBN: 1844390160 Sept 2004

Suzie Lamplugh Trust 
www.suzielamplugh.org

Units 3, 4 & 5: Preparing and Undertaking Home Condition Inspections 

Home Inspections titles

The Home Inspector's Handbook Parnham and Rispin 

RICS Books ISBN: 1 84219 203 5   May 2005

Homebuyer Survey to Home Condition Report Stephen Callaghan

RICS Books ISBN:1 84219 246 9  Jan 2006

Housing Act 2004 Part 5: An Explanation Ravi Ryat

Morgan Whittaker Ltd. ISBN:0955242509 December 2005

Residential inspections generally

Residential Property Appraisal Parnham & Rispin 
Spon ISBN:041922570 6  
2001

Inspections and Reports on Dwellings: Assessing Age 

Gordon & I A Melville  EG Books ISBN: 0728204479 Sept 2004

Inspections and Reports on Dwellings: Inspecting 

Gordon & I Melville  EG Books ISBN: 0728204487 Dec 2005

Surveying Buildings 5th Edition Malcolm Hollis  

RICS Books 5th Edition ISBN: 1842191926 May 2005

Pocket Surveying Buildings Malcolm Hollis  

RICS Books ISBN: 1 842 192 426 2nd edition Spring 2006

Building Surveys Peter Glover

Butterworth Heinemann  5th Edition ISBN: 0750659750 Jul 2003

English Houses - an estate agent's companion Bruce Munro

Estates Gazette Books ISBN0728204533  (2004)

Home Condition and defect  diagnosis

Subsidence of Low Rise Buildings Institution of Structural Engineers

ISE. 2nd edition  ISBN 1 874266 54 9 (August 2000)

Cracking and Building Movement - Book and CD ROM 

Peter Dickinson & Nigel Thornton  RICS Books ISBN: 184219156X Oct 2004

Diagnosing Damp Ralph Burkinshaw & Mike Parrett 

RICS Books 1st Edition ISBN: 1842190970 Apr 2003

Understanding Housing Defects D Marshall, D Worthing & R Heath  
EG Books 2nd Edition ISBN: 0728204177 Jul 2003

Dampness in Buildings Oliver Douglas & Stirling 

Blackwell Science ISBN: 0632 04085 8 
1998

Flat Roof Covering Problems -  RICS Guidance Note RICS 

RICS Books 2nd Edition ISBN: 0854067116 Nov 1995 

Recognising Wood Rot and Insect Damage in Buildings 

A Bravery, R Berry, J Carey & D Cooper  IHS Rapidoc (BRE Bookshop) 3rd Edition ISBN: 1860816037 Jan 2003

Stone Decay - Its Causes and Controls 

B J Smith & P A Warker  Donhead Publishing Limited ISBN: 1873394578 Apr 2004

Cracking in Buildings R Bonsher & L Bonsher 

IHS Rapidoc (BRE Bookshop) ISBN: 186081039X Mar 1996

Housing maintenance and repair

The Victorian House Manual Ian Rock

Haynes Publishing ISBN: 1844252132 September 2005

The 1930's House Manual Ian Rock
Haynes Publishing ISBN: 1844252140 September 2005

The Survey and Repair of Traditional Buildings R Oxley 

Donhead Publishing Limited ISBN: 1873394500 May 2003
Lee's Building Maintenance Management P Wordsworth  

Blackwell Publishing  4th Edition ISBN: 0632053623 Nov 2000

Building Maintenance Management B Chanter & P Swallow  

Blackwell Publishing ISBN: 0632057661 Aug 2000

Modern Methods of House Construction - a surveyor's guide. K Ross 
Building Research Establishment, Watford ISBN 186081 755 6 pub 2005

Non-traditional houses H Harrison, S Mullin, B Reeves, A Stevens

Building Research Establishment, Watford ISBN 1 86081 697 5
Flood Damaged Property Proverbs & Soetanto  

Blackwell Science ISBN:140511616 1  2004

Energy efficiency 
For energy efficiency components, please see ABBE Level 3 Diploma in Domestic Energy Assessment Reading List
