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ABBE LEVEL 3 AND 4 NVQS IN
SPATIAL DATA MANAGEMENT
The qualifications
These NVQs are offered by ABBE (the Awarding Body for the Built Environment) and were approved by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) in February 2006.
Who are they aimed at?

These NVQs have been developed to meet the needs of people conducting geographical information systems and for those undertaking surveys in the sectors of measured building, engineering, topographical, boundary, hydrographical, geodetic, photogrammetric, underground utilities, tunnelling, mining and environmental activities.  This award is relevant to all those practitioners in the sector who are working in a technical, practitioner or supervisory capacity and is designed to apply across all four UK countries.

What is a National Vocational Qualification (NVQ)?

NVQs are a national system for measuring what competent people in a particular occupation are expected to be able to do. They reflect the skills and knowledge needed to do your job effectively.
An NVQ differs from a ‘traditional’ academic course in that it measures what you can do rather than simply what you know. It does this by assessing how you carry out your job in your workplace and testing whether you have the required underpinning knowledge.

Successful completion of the NVQ will provide your actual or potential future employer, your colleagues and clients with evidence of your competence in the workplace. It will enable your experience to be formally recognised, and it will enhance your employability. It will also provide some – if not all – of the evidence required to apply for membership of an appropriate professional body.
How were these NVQs developed?

These NVQs were developed by a working group of practitioners and overseen by a validation group of interested organisations including professional bodies and learning experts. They were finalised after extensive consultation with employers to ensure that they reflected current best practice in the field. 

ABBE Level 3 NVQ in Spatial Data Management - how is it structured?

This NVQ has a very flexible structure. It comprises eight units, some of which are core or essential, and others that are optional. You must achieve three core units and three optional units to achieve the full qualification – including either Unit 5 or Unit 6. 
Units of competence:
Mandatory units
	Unit C01
	Manage communications and personal and interpersonal skills

	Unit C02
	Prepare and present survey information

	Unit C03
	Identify hazards and control risks  


Optional units

	Unit O04
	Exchange information to allow others to learn

	Unit O05
	Lead the work of teams and individuals to achieve their objectives

	Unit O06
	Prepare, observe and record survey data  

	Unit O07
	Establish and maintain the dimensional control of construction and installation projects  

	Unit O08
	Establish and operate spatial and operational information systems  


ABBE Level 4 NVQ in Spatial Data Management - how is it structured?

This NVQ has a very flexible structure. It comprises nine units, some of which are core or essential, and others that are optional.   You must achieve five mandatory units plus two optional units – including either Unit 6 or Unit 7.

Units of competence

Mandatory unit

	Unit C01
	Agree project requirements and plan surveys

	Unit C02
	Plan methods, resources and systems to meet project requirements

	Unit C03
	Identify hazards and control risks  

	Unit C04
	Chair and participate in meetings

	Unit C05
	Develop, maintain and enhance effective working practice


Optional units

	Unit O06
	Collect, analyse and present measured survey information  

	Unit O07
	Identify, assess and present spatial data  

	Unit O08
	Establish and manage the effective use of resources

	Unit O09
	Develop teams and individuals to enhance performance 


How is an NVQ assessed?

The NVQ is obtained through a mixture of assessment and – if there are gaps in your experience – training. You will register with an accredited assessment centre and be assigned an assessor. The assessor will test your knowledge, understanding and performance in the workplace through a carefully planned programme of evidence-gathering and questioning.  
How long will it take?

The NVQ does not have to be completed within a specific time period, and you can organise your study to suit your circumstances. Depending on factors such as your precise role, your personal motivation and the amount of support that you receive from your employer it may be possible to complete the NVQ in as little as 6 months if you are very experienced, or perhaps 12-18 months if you are less experienced. 
Are there any entry limits?

You should be currently employed in the relevant job role for the NVQ for which you are enrolling. There are no specific entry requirements. You can study the NVQ regardless of prior qualifications, age, gender or race. However, it will depend on an assessment of the depth and breadth of your experience by your chosen assessment centre.  
What will it cost?

Details of fees can be obtained by contacting an assessment centre direct (via the ABBE web site – see below). 
How do I register?

You may benefit from discussing your training needs with your line manager or training officer before signing-up to the NVQ. You will need to identify an assessment centre that supports this qualification, serves your area and can best meet your needs. The centre will be able to advise you on the correct procedures and paperwork.
How do I find out more?

Contact ABBE by email at abbeenquiries@uce.ac.uk or by visiting the web site at www.abbeqa.co.uk. The web site provides detailed information on the NVQ and links to ABBE’s network of assessment centres.  
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