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Awarding Body for the Built Environment

ABBE LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE IN FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT
EXTERNAL EXAMINATION
	SAMPLE EXAMINATION QUESTIONS

The purpose of this document is to provide examples of typical questions and how they are presented under the main topics covered in the examination.  

Please note that answers are not provided for these questions.
We hope that by reviewing this sample you enter the exam room with more confidence as to what to expect. Good luck!




Duration of examination: 
40 minutes (30 minutes and 10 minutes additional reading time)

Instructions to candidates during examination:

· The exam paper is made up of 20 multiple choice questions of one mark each.

· Do not turn over the front sheet of the exam paper until instructed to do so by the invigilator;


· You will have ten minutes reading time at the beginning of the exam period. You are not to answer any of the questions during this period;


· You should give your answer to the questions on the paper by placing a tick √ in the box [A, B, C, D] on the answer sheet provided.  DO NOT PUT YOUR ANSWERS ON THE EXAM PAPER.  Any answers placed on the exam paper will not be taken into consideration.  If you wish to alter your answer please strike through your initial choice and tick your new answer.  There is only one correct answer to each question. If you leave two or more ticks for any question you will not receive any marks for the question.

· Please refrain from writing any comments on the exam paper regarding the questions or any other matters as these are ignored by the markers. As stated above, any answers placed on the exam paper will not be taken into consideration.
Category: 
Background to/compliance with the Regulatory Reform (Fire 

Safety) Regulations and Codes (4 questions)
	Sample Question 1 
	BS 9999 is a Code of Practice for which ONE of the following?

	
	A 
Fire tests on building materials and structures

	
	B 
Fire safety signs, notices and symbols

	
	C 
Fire safety in the design, management and use of buildings

	
	D 
Fire detection and alarm systems for buildings


	Sample Question 2 


	Under The Fire Precautions Act 1971, a fire certificate was required for hotels and boarding houses providing sleeping accommodation for more than:


	
	A 
6 guests



	
	B 
10 guests



	
	C 
6 persons being staff or guests



	
	D 
10 persons being staff or guests




Category: 
Building elements and fabric of the building  (2 questions)
	Sample Question 3
	Ventilation ducts which pass through fire separating elements fitted with fire dampers are NOT permitted in which ONE of the following locations?


	
	A
Bedroom

	
	B 
Corridor

	
	C 
Kitchen

	
	D 
Suspended ceiling


Category: 
Characteristics of a fire (2 questions)
	Sample Question 4

	What is the definition of Flashpoint?

	
	A 
The lowest temperature at which an ignitable concentration of 
vapour is given off from a substance



	
	B 
The lowest temperature at which a substance will burn freely in 
oxygen



	
	C 
The point at which, once ignition has occurred, the entire contents 
of a room will become fully involved in fire



	
	D 
The temperature at which a substance will spontaneously 
combust




Category: 
Fire safety implications arising out of building design   


(2 questions)
	Sample Question 5


	Which ONE of the following statements is correct?

A refuge:



	
	A 
Is a place of reasonable safety in which disabled people can wait

	
	B 
Is a place which relies on the fire and rescue service rescuing 
people 

	
	C 
Must be enclosed in a fire-resisting structure

	
	D 
Is a place where disabled people should not be left alone 


Category:
The capacity, protection and adequacy of means of escape 


(4 questions)

	Sample Question 6
	Doors on escape routes, whether or not the doors are fire doors, should always:


	
	A 
Be fitted with simple fastenings readily operated from the side 
approached 

	
	B 
Open outwards in the direction of escape

	
	C 
Have a vision panel provided to view the escape route

	
	D 
Be fitted with a self closing device


	Sample Question 7


	Staff safety training need NOT be undertaken:



	
	A 
At the time they are first employed



	
	B 
Periodically as appropriate



	
	C 
On their being exposed to new risks



	
	D 
Every six months


Category: 
Assessing fire risks (4 questions)

	Sample Question 8


	Places of special fire hazard should be enclosed with fire resisting construction.  Which ONE of the following is not considered to be a place of special fire hazard?



	
	A 
A boiler room



	
	B 
A flammable store



	
	C 
A kitchen



	
	D 
A generator room




	Sample Question 9


	Risk rating is determined from which ONE of the following?


	
	A 
Severity  x  likelihood

	
	B 
Risk  x severity

	
	C 
Risk  x  likelihood

	
	D 
None of the above


Category: 
Concept of compensatory measures (2 questions)
	Sample Question 10


	Manual fire alarm call points should be conspicuous (red) and fitted at a height of about: 



	
	A 
1.4 m

	
	B 
900 mm



	
	C 
1.3 m



	
	D 
1.2 m 
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