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ABBE LEVEL 3 AWARD IN HOME ENERGY ADVICE
UNIT 1
EXTERNAL EXAMINATION

	SAMPLE EXAMINATION QUESTIONS

The purpose of this document is to provide examples of typical questions and how they are presented under the main topics covered in the examination.  

Please note that answers are not provided for these questions.

We hope that by reviewing this sample you enter the exam room with more confidence as to what to expect. Good luck!







Category: The range of property specific data required (1 question)

Example 1	In what circumstances is it appropriate to measure an attic and include the measurements in the data collection?

A	When the attic rooms are accessed by a retractable loft ladder

B	When any rooms identified as habitable are accessed by a fixed staircase

C	When the loft space is accessed by a fixed staircase

D	When the attic rooms are accessed by a fixed staircase



Category:  The principles of building structure, elements and fabric 
                   (1 question)

Example 2	What specific feature will a semi detached house of “crosswall” construction possess that is relevant to RdSAP data collection?

A	Solid brick structural walls that are recorded in RdSAP as “solid”

B	Steel frame structural walls that are recorded in RdSAP as “system built”

C	Timber framed panel walls to front and rear elevations that are recorded in RdSAP as “alternative walls”  

D	Timber framed structural walls that are recorded in RdSAP as “timber frame”  



Category: Domestic building construction and materials (5 questions)

Example 3	With regard to retrofit injected insulation present in a 1930’s property, where according to accepted common practice, are you most likely to see signs of the injection holes?

A 	On the centre of the outside face of the brick, of each alternate course of brickwork

B	Between the mortar joints, at the meeting of bed and perpend joints, on the outside skin of brickwork, usually in greater numbers under the window sills

C	Between the mortar joints on the outside skin of brickwork of each alternative course of brickwork, at the meeting of bed and perpend joints

D	On the centre of the outside face of the brick, roughly 450mm apart and along every five courses of bricks


Example 4	Which ONE of the following statements is correct?

A	A cold deck flat roof has insulation located above the deck of the roof and with a layer of water proofing material laid over the insulation

B	A cold deck flat roof has a water proof insulation located above the deck of the roof and with an additional  layer of water proofing material laid under the insulation and ballast material (e.g. gravel) spread over the insulation to keep it in place

C	A cold deck flat roof lacks provision for insulation

D	A cold deck flat roof has insulation located below the deck of the roof in the void between the ceiling and the deck











Category:  Property age and type (2 questions)

Example 5	Which ONE of the age band options given below would you select for the semi detached property pictured?  The second photograph shows neighbouring properties, which comprise a mixture of semi detached and detached properties.
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A	1930 – 1949

B	1950 – 1966

C	1967 - 1975

D	1991 - 1995





Category: Space and water heating systems and controls (8 questions)

Example 6	Identify the type of flue illustrated in the photo
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A	A balanced flue, without a fan

B	An open chimney

C	A balanced fan-assisted flue

D	An open flue




Example 7    	Which if any of the two statements are CORRECT?

Statement 1:   A boiler interlock is a pump and valve mechanism attached to the heating controls of a central heating system

Statement 2:  The boiler interlock will ensure that a boiler only operates when there is a true demand for heat from either the hot water tank or the heating system

A	Statement 1 only is correct

B	Statement 2 only is correct

C	Both statements are correct

D	Neither statement is correct



Example 8	You are inspecting an end terraced dwelling with gas fired boiler providing heating via radiators. The only controls are those visible in the photo, on the bottom of the boiler casing.  Which, if any, of the two statements are correct?

Statement 1:  As there are no other heating controls in the house, the heating controls in the photo confirm that the boiler is a combination boiler with a programmer 


	Statement 2:  Where these controls are present in a dwelling RdSAP will recommend that the controls are upgraded to time and temperature zone controls
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A	Statement 1 only is correct

B	Statement 2 only is correct

C	Both statements are correct

D	Neither statement is correct



Category: Domestic lighting (1 question)

Example 9	Which ONE of these lamps would you NOT describe as low energy lighting?

A	Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs)

B	Low voltage tungsten lamps

C	Fluorescent tubes

D	Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs)



Category:  The process of property inspection (2 questions)

Example 10	The sketch plan shows the ground floor of a small semi-detached cottage with thick solid stone walls. Internal partition walls are not shown. There is a single chimney breast as shown on the plan.

Measurements are given in metres.

	What are the Gross External Area (GEA) and the Gross Internal Area (GIA) of the ground floor?


[image: DEA 298 - HI 1692]


A	GEA 60.0 square metres; GIA 38.0 square metres
		
B	GEA 60.0 square metres; GIA 40.0 square metres

C	GEA 65.0 square metres; GIA 40.0 square metres

D	GEA 65.0 square metres; GIA 38.0 square metres
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